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          It took a lot of guts to face the crucifixion. And the courage that Jesus had in facing 

His suffering and death came from His deep commitment to the will of His Father. It’s 

clear that His Father wanted Him to prove to us the extent of God’s love for us. And the 

passion, death and resurrection of Jesus gives us a very strong hint of how much God 

loves us. God loves you. And God loves me. God loves everyone beyond our wildest 

dreams. He loves us all unconditionally. 

        Still, there are people who dispute that statement. There are people who say that 

God only loves certain people. For example: He only loves those who are in the state of 

grace, while those in sin He does not love. And they think that God’s love is 

conditional. They say: It all depends on us doing “certain things - like living in a certain 

way. And if we don’t love that way, God will withhold His love from us. 

        I myself believe that Jesus died for the good, the bad and the ugly. He died for the 

grace-filled and the sin-filled. I think that Jesus showed us all that He loves all of us 

unconditionally. 

        You see, God’s love is like the sun. It is always there bringing light and warmth to 

anything and anyone in its path. God’s love is constant. It’s unceasing. And it’s reliable. 

It’s just like the rays of the sun. And, just as we can hide from the rays of the sun by 

pulling down the shades or closing the draperies (or we can hide in some dark closet), 

so, also, we can hide and close ourselves off from the love of God. 

        There is no doubt that Jesus and His Father both loved Judas. They loved him just 

as much as they loved Peter and the other apostles. But Judas rejected that divine love. 

And, despite his betrayal of the Son of God, he was unconditionally loved by Jesus and 

went out into the cold darkness of the night. Now that is what was happens to anyone 

who chooses a life of sin.  

        All sinners pull down the window shades of their souls. They close the draperies of 

their hearts and they live a life that is closed off from and segregated from the warmth 

and the light of God’s love. Judas rejected the love of Jesus who was the light of his life. 

But still, he could have changed his mind. H could have come back to Jesus. But he  
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didn’t! Still, Jesus loved him and God loved him…but Judas seems to have not wanted 

their love. 

        This week we are going to relive the last days of Jesus’ life here on earth. I want 

you to think often of those days. Think deeply about them. They are days that Jesus 

lived and died for the likes of you and me.   

       Well, Jesus did His part. Now we have to do out part. And what is that? We must 

accept God’s love and then try to share it with others…especially those who do not 

know what they are missing.  

        I hope that this Holy Week will open you fully to God’s unconditional love. 


